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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNIT't 
Published by News & Information Services 
New engineering facility will 1 build future of state' 
Building named for former board member, 
CEO of Autocam Corp. 
With a tug and a crash, a section of wall came tumbling down outside 
the Eberhard Center, making way for a new Grand Valley building 
designed to transform Michigan's economy. 
Gov. Jennifer Granholm and four members of the Michigan Legislature 
were among the muscles pulling the rope that felled the wall on October 
14 in a ceremony to mark the beginning of work on the new $16 million 
John C. Kennedy Hall of Engineering. 
The new facility will be located between - and offer connections to -
the Eberhard Center and Keller Engineering Laboratories. The three-story, 
51 ,800-square-foot building will house classrooms, offices and labs. 
Granholm said the United States will only be able to compete if it cre-
ates "a workforce of workers who love to learn, a workforce of knowl-
edge workers - and that's what engineers are." 
Photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker 
Gov. Jennifer Granholm, center, joins lawmakers, board of trustee 
members, dignitaries and President Mark A. Murray during the 
groundbreaking ceremony for the John C. Kennedy Hall of 
Engineering. 
That's particularly true in Michigan, which has traditionally been strong 
in manufacturing. "We know that it is through our intellectual capital 
that we will be able to compete and succeed," Granholm said. 
"continue to produce innovators and people who are going to help build 
the future of this region and this state." 
President Mark A. Murray said the new facility will help the program see 'Successes' on page 3 
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Across Campus 
New medical plans 
available in new year 
The annual benefits open enrollment period 
for faculty and staff members runs through 
Tuesday, October 25. 
Packets detailing Grand Valley's two new 
health plans - Base PPO and Enhanced PPO 
- and new payroll deductions for all four 
health plans have been mailed to employees. 
Enrollment must be done online by visiting 
the Human Resources Office Web site, 
www.gvsu.edu/hro, and clicking on the 
eBenefits icon. The online benefits form must 
be completed by 5 p.m. on October 25. 
Human Resources worked with consultants 
and held focus groups before approving the 
two new medical plans. 
GRANDVALLEY 
STATE UNIVERSITY 
Two plans - the GVSU Group and Flexible 
Medical Plan - will not be available after 
December 31 . Faculty and staff members 
enrolled in these plans must elect new health 
coverage. 
Meetings with benefits representatives about 
the two new plans continue through this week, 
details follow: 
• Tuesday, October 18, noon-2 p.m., 213 E 
De Vos Center; 
• Thursday, October 20, 3-5 p.m., 250 
Kirkhof Center; 
• Friday, October 21, 9-11 a.m. , 117 E 
De Vos Center; 
• Monday, October 24, 3-5 p.m., 417 
Eberhard Center. 
Questions can also be directed to Human 
Resources at x12220 or sent via e-mail at ben-
efit@gvsu.edu. 
Physician assistant 
students win quiz bowl 
Physician assistant students recently won a 
quiz-bowl style competition, beating PA teams 
from four other universities. 
Wally Boeve, interim program director, said 
the quiz bowl took place during the annual 
Michigan Academy of Physician Assistants ' 
conference. This is the third time in the past 
six years Grand Valley has won the student 
competition. The quiz bowl contest consists of 
medically related questions with the teams 
buzzing in the quickest for a response. 
For his efforts, one of the quiz bowl players 
won a scholarship from the Michigan 
Physician Assistant Foundation. Michael 
continues on page 2 
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Across Campus 
continued from page 1 
Beckley earned 
a bachelor's 
degree from 
Michigan State 
University and 
is halfway 
through the 
Grand Valley 
program. He 
will earn a 
master's degree 
in 2007. The 
$1,000 scholar-
ship is based on Photo courtesy of Wally Boeve 
The Student Summer Scholars program is open to all full-time Grand 
Valley undergraduate students who have not yet completed requirements 
for graduation. Applications, which are due on January 3, for the program 
are available online on the College of Interdisciplinary Studies Web site, 
at www.gvsu.edu/cois, or call x18655. 
a student's 
leadership and 
community 
service involve-
Students who won the quiz bowl contest at the 
Michigan Academy of Physician Assistants' conference 
are pictured. Scholarship winner Michael Beckley is 
holding the trophy; faculty member Wally Boeve is 
th ird from left. 
The following faculty served as mentors during summer 2005: John 
Bender, chemistry; Manesh Chakrabarti, mathematics; Filiz Dogru, math-
ematics; John Gabrosek, statistics; John Golden, mathematics; Brian 
Hatzel, movement science; Donna Henderson-King, psychology; Lihong 
Jiao, engineering; Christopher Lawrence, chemistry; Stephen Matchett, 
chemistry; Alexey Nikitin, biology; Kelly Parker, philosophy; Stephanie 
Schaertel, chemistry; Jonathan Hodge, mathematics; Mark Schwartz, 
anthropology; Eric Snyder, biology; Joel Stillerman, sociology; Frank 
Sylvester, biomedical science; Akula Tefera, mathematics; Brad Wallar, 
chemistry; Randy Winchester, chemistry; and Xiaojuan Xu, psychology. 
Flu shots available now for at-risk groups 
ment. 
Last week, PA students celebrated National Physician Assistant Week with 
numerous community and campus outreach events, including a tour of the 
Cook-De Vos Center for Health Sciences for 20 students from the Baxter 
Community Center in Grand Rapids. The Baxter students are participating 
in a mentoring program. 
The Campus Health Center and the GVSU Family Health Center will 
offer flu shots through October 24 for people from the campus community 
who fall into at-risk categories: 
• Children ages 6-23 months; 
• Adults 65 and older; 
• People ages 2 to 24 with chronic health conditions; 
• Pregnant women; 
Applications for Student 
Summer Scholars due in January 
• Caregivers and household contacts of all babies younger 
than 6 months. 
Grand Valley's Student Summer Scholars program provides funding 
for students and faculty by offering a unique research opportunity for 
undergraduate students. 
During the spring/summer semester, students and faculty mentors will 
devote 12 weeks to a research or creative project. The project can be done 
in any of the academic programs offered at Grand Valley. 
Shots for the general campus community will be given November 2-4. 
The Campus Health Center is on 42nd Avenue, call x12435. The Family 
Health Center, operated by the Kirkhof College of Nursing, is at 72 
Sheldon St., call 616-988-8774. 
FORUM 
Volume 30, Number 12 
The GVSU Forum is published by the News 
and Information Services Office every 
Monday when classes are in session and 
biweekly during the summer. The submission 
deadline is Tuesday noon. Send publication 
items to Michele Coffill, editor, c/o 
forum@gvsu.edu. Telephone: 6 16-33 1-222 1. 
Fax: 6 16-33 1-2250. 
Faculty and staff members can find an online 
"Sketches" submission form on the Web at 
www.gvsu.edu/forum. 
Other publications by the News and 
Information Services Office include: 
GVNOW 
To see video features and daily campus news, 
visit Grand Valley 's online publication, 
GVNow, at www.gvnow.gvsu.edu. 
GRAND VALLEYl1-
Grand Valley Magazine is published quarterly 
for the university community. Visit its Web site 
at www.gvsu.edu/gvmagazine. 
Grand Valley State University is an affirmative 
action/equal opportunity institution. 
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GVFaces 
Kara Lucas 
Intern, Work Life Connections 
Program 
Through her internship for the Work Life 
Connections Program and Grand Rapids YMCA, 
Kara Lucas is helping to shape a new department in 
a brand new building. 
"It's a great atmosphere," she says of the David 
D. Hunting YMCA on Lake Michigan Drive. 
"The building is so open and bright - it's very 
welcoming." 
Lucas is helping to coordinate programs and events 
for Work Life and the YMCA, including smoking 
cessation therapy sessions and the "Step Up to the 
Challenge" pedometer program. Both programs are 
available to faculty and staff members. 
"I' m doing marketing, getting prizes, and posting 
health tips online," she said. The Web site Lucas 
helps maintain is at www.gvsu.edu/worklife. Lucas 
is also developing and distributing a fitness-related 
survey to the GVSU community. 
A competitive swim-
mer in high school , 
Lucas also enjoys 
inline skating and is 
currently training for 
the Detroit Free Press-
Flagstar Bank 
marathon. 
"Wellness is my pas-
sion, and I love being 
able to help other peo-
ple," she said. "Getting 
• 
thank-you notes or Kara Lucas 
hearing people say 
• 
they 're excited about the pedometer challenge is the 
best part of the job." 
Lucas said there is no standard when it comes to 
fitness. 
"Everyone is different,"she said. "Being active is not 
only important for personal gain, but it's also about 
the people who love you. We should try to maximize 
our time here by living a healthy life ." 
What's Ahead 
Latin storyteller continues 
Hispanic Heritage Month 
events 
Jaime Riascos, a bilingual storyteller, will con-
tinue Hispanic Heritage Month events with a 
performance, "The Angel and the Magic 
Woman," on Tuesday, October 18, from 
10-11 :30 a.m. in the Cook-DeWitt Center audi-
tori um . 
Riascos' performance will include "Love's 
Birth ," by indigenous Cachinaguas, a tribe that 
lives in Colombia, Venezuela and Brazil; "An 
Old Man with Enormous Wings," a Caribbean 
story by Gabriel Garcia Marquez; and "The 
Legend of the Magic Woman," a Latin 
American traditional story. 
The event is free and open to the public. It's 
sponsored by the Latin American Studies pro-
gram; call x13018 for more information. 
Professor highlights ethics, 
end of life care conference 
Health care treatments and related decisions for 
terminally ill patients and their families present 
complex challenges. Attendees at a Grand 
Rapids conference will learn about the legal 
rights and ethics of end-of-life care. 
The daylong conference is Thursday, October 
20, at Grand Rapids Community College's 
Applied Technology Center, 151 Fountain St. 
NE. Registration is $30, or $60 for continuing 
education nursing contact hours; register online 
by visiting www.grcc.edu/continuingeducation, 
or call 616-234-3483. 
The keynote speaker is Paul J. Reitemeier, asso-
ciate professor of philosophy at Grand Valley. 
He will discuss the advantages and limitations 
of advance directives and offer insights into 
ways to approach end-of-life decisions. 
Reitemeier had worked as a senior health care 
ethicist at the Veterans Health Administration 
and has published many articles and book chap-
ters on bioethics. Reitemeier's address will 
begin at 9 a.m., followed by a question and 
answer session. 
Interactive breakout sessions wi ll be led by 
experts in law, health care and ethics. Other 
GVSU faculty members serving as session 
facilitators are Dr. Charles Ray DuBose, Jr. , 
physician assistant studies; Mary Green, physi-
cal therapy; and Neal Rogness, statistics. 
The conference is sponsored by the Caregiver 
Resource Network, Greater Grand Rapids End 
of Life Coalition and the West Michigan 
Alliance for Gerontology Education. Grand 
Valley's College of Health Professions is among 
the area supporters. 
Lecturer will discuss 
intercultural awareness 
An author and professor of human development 
will discuss how to improve intercultural aware-
ness at Grand Valley. 
Greg Tanaka, profes-
sor of human devel-
opment at Pacific 
Oaks College in 
Pasadena, California, 
will speak to students, 
facu lty and staff 
members on 
Thursday, October 20, 
Greg Tanaka from 5:30-7 p.m. in 
the Louis Armstrong 
Theatre. His talk is part of the Professionals of 
Color Lecture Series, sponsored by the Office 
of Multicultural Affairs . 
Tanaka is the author of The Intercultural 
Campus: Transcending Culture and Power in 
American Higher Education. He earned a law 
degree from Georgetown University and a doc-
torate in education from UCLA. 
For more information about hi s lecture, call 
OMA at xl2177. 
Evolution, creationism 
topic of Grand Dialogue 
The struggle in America between evolution and 
creationism continues to be discussed around 
kitchen tables and within the halls of Congress. 
It wi ll be the topic at Grand Valley during the 
inaugural lecture of "A Grand Dialogue in 
Science and Religion." 
Michael Ruse, professor of philosophy and 
director of the program in history and philoso-
phy of science at Florida State University, will 
address the issue in his lecture "All in the 
Family? The Struggle in America between 
Evolution and Creation," at 7 p.m. on October 
20, at the Eberhard Center. The event is free 
and open to the public. Seating preferences will 
be given to those who register at 
www.GrandDialogue.org . 
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Grand Valley will stream the lecture live on the 
Internet. The live Internet stream will be free 
and available at www.gvsu.edu. 
Storyteller extraordinaire 
will give two performances 
Author, musician and internationally recognized 
bardic storytelJer Odds Bodkin will be featured 
at two Grand Valley events. Bodkin has per-
Odds Bodkin 
formed from 
Bangkok to 
The White 
House, bring-
ing both 
ancient and 
original sto-
ries to life. 
His concert, 
Story blast! , 
will be in the 
Loose more 
Auditorium at the De Vos Center on Thursday, 
October 20 at 7 p.m. Tickets are $6 for students 
and $12 for general public, and available at the 
GVSU Box Office in the Performing Arts 
Center or at the door one hour prior to perform-
ance. For ticket information call xl2300. 
A free hour-long portion of his award-winning 
production the Odyssey will be presented on 
Friday, October 21, at 1 p .m. in the Cook-
De Witt Center. 
Both events are co-sponsored by the Classic 
Department, School of Communications, and 
Honors College. 
Diversity survey to be 
discussed at presentation 
Results from the 2005 diversity survey will be 
discussed at an open forum, sponsored by the 
Women 's Commission, AP Committee and 
COT Association. 
Pat Oldt, vice president for planning and equity, 
and Korrie Ottenwess, research manager at the 
Community Research Institute of the Johnson 
Center, will discuss the survey from noon- I 
p .m. on Wednesday, October 26, in the Grand 
River Room of the Kirkhof Center. 
Light refreshments will be served; attendees are 
invited to bring their lunches. 
···--------------------------
Successes of engineering program lauded during ceremony 
continued from page I 
The building is named for John C. Ken nedy III, 
the president and CEO of Autocam Corp. and a 
former Grand Valley trustee. He spoke during 
the ceremony, as did Seymour K. Padnos, chair-
man of the board of Louis Padnos Iron and 
Metal Co. Also present were Senate Majority 
Leader Ken Sikkema, Sen. Bill Hardiman, Rep. 
Michael Sak and Rep. Jerry Kooiman. 
Murray cited successes of the program, which 
has grown from 50 students 20 years ago to 
more than 700 today. 
"We have many employers here who use our 
students in internships, work with them on their 
senior design projects , and ultimately hire 
them," Murray said. "And we hear nothing but 
good feedback." 
Grand Valley engineering students have a nearly 
100 percent placement rate every year. Between 
96-100 percent of Grand Valley students pass 
the Fundamentals of Engineering exam each 
year, while the national rate hovers around 70 
percent. That exam is required to become 
licensed. 
••• 
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ALENDAR OF 
General Events 
Oct. 18-21 
All Day: Women's Center sponsors Domestic 
Violence Awareness Month Event. Silent 
Witnesses displayed in KC Lobby. Call 
x12748 for more information. 
Tues., Oct. 18 
10-11:30 a.m.: Hispanic Heritage Month Event. 
Jaime Riascos performs "The Angel and the 
Magic Woman." CDC. Call x13018 for more 
information. 
7 p.m.: Fall Arts Celebration Event. 
Distinguished Academic Lecture with Bruce 
Mau, followed by reception. Loosemore 
Auditorium, DEV. Call x12180 for more 
information. 
8 p.m.: Music performance. Concert band with 
Kevin Tutt, conductor. LAT, PAC. Call 
x13484 for more information. 
Wed., Oct. 19 
11 a.m.-5 p.m.: Study Abroad Fair. KC Lobby. 
Call x13898 for more information. 
12 noon: Women's Center sponsors Her Story 
with Maribeth Wardrop. Perry Dining Room, 
AH. Call xl2748 for more information. 
12 noon: Allendale Toastmasters, KC. Call 
xl2204 for more information. 
Thurs., Oct. 20 
12 noon-I p.m.: Work Life Connections Brown 
Bag Lunch. Elder Care in the Home, present-
ed by Rebecca Veltman. 201 KC. Call xl2215 
for registration information. 
12 noon: Arts at Noon Series. Sandip Burman, 
tabla. LAT, PAC. Call x13484 for more infor-
mation. 
3-4 p.m.: AWRI Seminar. Cyanobacterial 
Blooms: Effects on Aquatic Ecosystems, pre-
sented by Karl Havens. Lake Michigan 
Center, Muskegon. Call x13749 for more 
information. 
3-4 p.m.: Counseling Center Seminar. Career 
Planning and Decision-Making. First of two 
sessions. 204 STU. Call x13266 for registra-
tion information. 
4:30-7:30 p.m.: Thursdays with U Oktoberfest. 
University Club Room, DEV. Call x13592 for 
more information. 
5:30-7 p.m.: Multicultural Affairs sponsors 
Professionals of Color Lecture Series with 
Greg Tanaka. LAT, PAC. Call xl2177 for 
more information. 
7 p.m. : GVSU alumnus Paul Clemens reads 
from his memoir, "Made in Detroit." Grand 
Rapids Public Library. Call x13069 for more 
information. 
7 p.m.: Grand Dialogue Lecture. All in the 
Family? The Struggle in America between 
Evolution and Creation, presented by Michael 
Ruse. EC. 
7 p.m.: Storyblast! a concert by storyteller Odds 
Bodkin. Loosemore Auditorium, DEV. For 
ticket information, call x12300. 
7:30 p.m.: Music performance. Guest Artist 
Series with Mary Henderson Stucky, mezzo-
soprano, and Rod Stucky, guitar. CDC. Call 
x 13484 for more information. 
VENTS 
Fri., Oct. 21 
7:30 a.m.: Grand Rapids Toastmasters, 107E 
DEV. Call x17337 for more information. 
10 a.m.-12 noon: Grand Dialogue Event. 
Perspectives on the Creation and Evolution 
Debate, by Michael Ruse. Pere Marquette 
Room, KC. Call x 13419 for information. 
1 p.m.: The Odyssey, a performance by Odds 
Bodkin. CDC. 
8 p.m.: Music performance. Symphony 
Orchestra Concert. LAT, PAC. Call x 13484 
for more information. 
Sun., Oct. 23 
3 p.m.: Music performance. Artist-Faculty Series 
featuring Arthur Campbell, clarinetist, Helen 
Marlais, pianist, and guest clarinetist Rocco 
Parisi. Cook-DeWitt Center. 
5 p.m. : William Baum Lecture Series. Pianist 
Aviram Reichert. Sherman Van Solkema 
Recital Hall, PAC. 
Sports 
Fri., Oct. 21 
7 p.m.: Volleyball hosts Northwood University. 
Sat., Oct. 22 
4 p.m.: Volleyball hosts Saginaw Valley State 
University. 
···---------------------------
Faculty and Staff Sketches 
In the News 
Mary de Young, professor of sociology, was 
interviewed by thee-magazine Choices, pro-
duced by AlterNet, for an article, "Sex, Lies and 
Moral Panics." 
Kevin R. den Dulk, assistant professor of politi-
cal science, was interviewed by WKZO-AM for 
a story about Harriet Miers ' nomination to the 
Supreme Court. 
Sketches 
Elena Lioubimtseva, assistant professor of 
geography and planning, gave a presentation, 
"Land-Use Change and Malaria Transmission 
Trends in Central Asia," at the 2005 Middle East 
& Central Asia Politics, Economics, and Society 
Conference in Salt Lake City, Utah. 
Emily Jean McFadden, professor of social 
work, co-wrote a book chapter, "Foster Parent 
Recruitment, Development, Support and 
Retention: Strategies for the Twenty-First 
Century," for Child Welfare for the Twenty-first 
Century. She also was a keynote speaker at the 
Swedish national conference on foster care in 
Goteborg Sweden. 
Steve Glass, professor of movement science, 
published his research on strength training in a 
summary text from Germany, Current Results of 
Strength Training Research, an Empirical and 
Theoretical Approach. Also, he and five students 
attended the midwest meeting of the American 
College of Sports Medicine, held at Ball State 
University. 
Kathleen Blumreich, professor of English, gave 
a presentation, "Unfit for the Body of Christ: 
Women in the Middle English 'Mirror,"' at the 
40th International Congress on Medieval Studies 
in Kalamazoo. She also wrote the preface to an 
upcoming book by Sharon Whitehall, Frances 
Gillmor, Regional Writer and Aztec and Navajo 
Folklorist. 
Linda Goossen, associate professor and director 
of Clinical Laboratory Science Program, was 
elected president of the Michigan Society for 
Clinical Laboratory Sciences. 
Bill Hosterman, assistant professor of art and 
design, demonstrated the process called Drypoint 
Lithography at the IMPACT 4 International 
Printmaking Conference held in Berlin, 
Germany, and Poznafi, Poland. He also partici-
pated in a group exhibit, "Emissions," displayed 
in Berlin. 
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